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Streit's: Matzo and the American Dream is the story of the last family-owned 
matzo bakery in America during their final year at their historic New York 
City factory; the iconic Jewish institution which, for five generations, has 

been baking matzos from inside four unassuming tenement buildings on New 
York's Lower East Side. 
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SYNOPSIS 
 
In the heart of New York’s rapidly gentrifying Lower East Side stand four tenement 
buildings which, since 1925, have housed the Streit’s Matzo factory. An iconic New York 
institution and a fifth generation family business, the Streit's factory and the Streit family 
itself have long held firmly to tradition, churning flour and water into matzos through 
ovens as old as the factory itself. 
 
Though the factory seems a century removed from the world around it, Streit’s is not 
immune from the forces that challenge manufacturing and family businesses everywhere. 
Streit’s: Matzo and the American Dream is a story of tradition, of resistance and 
resilience, and a celebration of a family whose commitment to their heritage and to their 
employees is inspiring proof that the family that bakes together, stays together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Statement from Director Michael Levine 
 
Having my own deep family 
roots on the Lower East Side, I 
was immediately drawn to the 
story of Streit’s Matzos, an 
iconic fifth generation family 
business that had been a part of 
the neighborhood for nearly a 
century. 
  
From the moment I first walked 
through the doors of the Streit’s 
factory, I knew there was a story 
to be told.  Here, just steps from 
the now-hip neighborhood, 
stood a living lineage to the 
Lower East Side’s immigrant past.  Dozens of workers buzzed around the ancient 
machinery, as old as the factory itself, while rabbis kept careful watch, ensuring that each 
batch met the strictest standards.  The owners – the great-grandsons and great-great-
grandson of founder Aron Streit – sat behind the desks of their ancestors, holding tight to 
their family tradition and heritage, despite the obvious challenges of operating a factory 
out of tenement buildings in the 21st century. 
 
When I began filming, neither I nor the Streit family could have envisioned that by the 
time of the film’s release, the factory would leave its Lower East Side home.  Suddenly and 
unexpectedly, the film became not only a document of the family’s history, but a 
chronicle of the family’s struggle to make the most daunting decision of their lives. 
 
As a Lower East Side resident who has seen so many family-owned businesses depart in 
the face of a changing neighborhood, the loss of the Streit’s factory is an emotional one for 
me, and I know it is even more so for the Streit family and the workers at the factory.  
However, I also have tremendous admiration for their decision to continue the family 
business. 
 
Streit’s may no longer be baking on the Lower East Side, but their legacy there will not be 
forgotten, and their commitments to community, their workers, and to the matzos they 
bake will continue in Rockland County. 
 
I believe that, now more than ever, it is essential that this story be told, not only to 
preserve the history and legacy of the factory, the Streit family, and the workers there, but 
to draw attention to difficult choices facing family-owned businesses nationwide. 
 



CREW 
 

 
MICHAEL LEVINE – Filmmaker/Producer 
 
Michael Levine is a New York-based filmmaker and the 
founder of Rivington Pictures.  He has directed, produced, 
filmed, and edited content for Showtime Networks, A&E 
Networks, The History Channel, HGTV, and a number of 
award winning independent filmmakers.  His first feature-
length documentary, Losing Ground, screened at the US 
Library of Congress and numerous other venues, and was 
featured at length in The New York Times.  From a family 
with deep roots in the Lower East Side, and a passion for 
the neighborhood’s history, Levine is deeply invested in 
giving the Streit’s story the compelling treatment it 
deserves. In addition to directing the film, Levine serves as 

the film’s cinematographer and editor.  
 
 

MICHAEL GREEN – Producer  
 
Michael Green is an icon in the world of food and drink, 
having served as Gourmet Magazine’s wine and spirits 
expert for 19 years and appearing on the Today Show, Food 
Network, MSNBC, and CNN. With a focus on epicurean 
stories, Green has produced segments for The Food 
Network, Behind the Burner, and Flavors & More.  He has 
also written and produced the world’s first interactive wine 
tasting musical, “Wine Lovers”, which is currently playing 
on Norwegian Cruise Lines.  This project represents Green’s 
entry into feature-length documentary film. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUBJECTS 
 

ALAN ADLER 
 
The oldest of the three cousins who run the Streit’s factory, 
Alan is the grandson of Irving Streit, and great-grandson of 
founder Aron Streit.  Growing up around his grandfather, 
Alan had dreams of joining the family business from an 
early age, but was persuaded by his family to pursue a 
career in law.  25 years later, with a vacancy at Streit’s, he 
decided it was time to pursue his childhood dream.  Each 
day, for the past 12 years, Alan commuted to the Lower 
East Side factory on his motorcycle, with a license plate 

that reads “MATZO”.  Today, his commute takes him to the new factory under 
construction in Rockland County, New York – but the license plate remains the same. 
 

ARON YAGODA 
 
The middle cousin of the three factory owners, Aron 
Yagoda is the grandson of Jack Streit and the great-
grandson of founder Aron Streit.  Like his older cousin, 
Aron did not start out in the matzo business, but rather in 
New York’s Garment District.  When his grandfather 
became too ill to run the factory, he asked Aron to help out 
– 24 years later, 18 years after his grandfather’s passing, he 
remains at the factory.  On Rivington Street, he sat at his 
grandfather’s desk, keeping his own papers on the desktop 

while leaving the contents of the drawers exactly as his grandfather had left them.  The 
desk will join Aron at the new factory in Rockland County next year. 
 

AARON GROSS 
 
Aaron Gross, the youngest of the factory owners, is the 
great-grandson of Irving Streit and the great-great-grandson 
of founder Aron Streit.  In keeping with the Streit family 
tradition, Aaron, too, did not join the matzo business first 
thing.  He graduated from Georgetown with a degree in 
finance and worked in another Streit family business: horse 
racing.  Soon, though, he found himself joining his father, 
Mel Gross, at the factory, and worked with him until his 
father’s passing in 2005.  Currently, Aaron is the head of 

marketing for Streit’s, and headed the exhaustive effort to find the proper equipment to 
replicate the original Streit’s taste at their new factory. 



JACK STREIT (1910-1998) 
 
Jack Streit was a son of founder Aron Streit who, with his 
brother Irving, ran the Streit’s factory throughout most of the 
20th century.  Still lovingly referred to as “Mister Jack” by 
the factory workers who knew him, Jack was a hands on 
type, who spent most of his days adjusting the knobs of the 
matzo ovens in search of the perfect bake, and handling 
matzo straight out of the oven with his bare hands (much to 
everyone’s concern). A beloved figure at the factory and in 
the neighborhood, known to pay for the college education 

of the children of a number of factory workers, Jack’s legacy of generosity and humor 
remains strong at Streit’s.  
 

ANTHONY ZAPATA 
 
Anthony began working at the Streit’s factory in 1983 at the 
age of 19.  Having grown up on the Lower East Side, he 
was summoned to work by then-owner Jack Streit, who saw 
him passing by on Rivington Street and called “hey Italian 
kid, you want a job?!”  Anthony (who is in fact Puerto 
Rican) was a Streit’s employee from that day forward.  
Devoted to his work and to his fellow workers and the 
Streits, all of whom he considers a “second family,” 
Anthony is one of many Streit’s employees with similar 

stories – neighborhood kids who found an unexpected career baking matzo.  While the 
Streit family offered Anthony a job at the new factory, his lack of a car means the 
commute is nearly impossible, and it remains to be seen if Anthony will rejoin his family 
in Rockland County. 

 
ELISSA SAMPSON 
 
Elissa Sampson is an urban geographer, Lower East Side 
historian, and a born and bred New Yorker with a studied 
and first hand knowledge of the way in which shifting 
immigration patterns, architecture, and finally gentrification 
have shaped the Lower East Side’s identity over 
generations.  In conjunction with her work at the Stanton 
Street Shul, she leads tours of the neighborhood that engage 
her young audiences with not only the historical Lower East 
Side that their grandparents might have known, but also, 

through destinations like the Streit’s factory, with the living legacy of its immigrant past.  
She is currently teaching the history of the Lower East Side to students at Cornell 
University. 
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A	  Lower	  East	  Side	  Story,	  Leavened	  With	  History	  
	  

A	  Filmmaker	  Aims	  to	  Tell	  the	  Story	  of	  the	  Streit's	  Matzo	  Factory	  
	  

	  
Filmmaker	  Michael	  Levine	  at	  Streit's	  matzo	  factory	  on	  the	  corner	  of	  Rivington	  and	  Suffolk	  streets.	  Andrew	  
Kelly	  for	  The	  Wall	  Street	  Journal	  
	  
By	  Lana	  Bortolot	  
May	  21,	  2013	  
	  
It	  all	  started	  with	  a	  hot	  matzo.	  
	  
When	  filmmaker	  Michael	  Levine	  stepped	  out	  of	  a	  nightclub	  and	  onto	  Rivington	  Street	  one	  
night	  four	  years	  ago,	  he	  noticed	  a	  quiet	  buzz	  of	  activity	  across	  the	  street—people	  coming	  
and	  going	  from	  an	  unmarked	  cluster	  of	  tenement	  houses.	  Another	  trendy	  speakeasy,	  he	  
thought,	  and	  went	  on	  his	  way.	  
	  
But	  when	  he	  walked	  by	  again	  a	  few	  days	  later,	  he	  heard	  the	  whir	  of	  machinery.	  Curious,	  he	  
peered	  through	  the	  open	  door.	  Someone	  thrust	  a	  fresh,	  hot	  cracker	  in	  his	  hand	  and	  ushered	  
him	  into	  Streit's	  matzo	  factory,	  where	  the	  flatbreads	  have	  been	  made	  since	  1925.	  



	  
Mr.	  Levine	  gazed	  at	  the	  prewar	  machinery	  powered	  by	  chain	  belts.	  He	  ducked	  to	  avoid	  wire	  
baskets	  strung	  on	  an	  elevated	  conveyor	  belt,	  swinging	  with	  the	  weight	  of	  stacked	  fresh	  
matzos.	  He	  looked	  back	  through	  the	  window	  at	  a	  stylish	  storefront	  across	  the	  street.	  "You	  
have	  the	  new	  Lower	  East	  Side	  right	  there,	  five	  feet	  away,	  and	  you	  walk	  in	  this	  place	  that	  
hasn't	  changed	  in	  80	  years,"	  he	  said.	  "It	  was	  pretty	  hard	  to	  look	  around	  and	  not	  think	  
there's	  a	  story	  to	  be	  told."	  
	  
So	  he	  spoke	  with	  the	  Streit	  family	  and	  learned	  that	  they've	  been	  making	  matzo	  on	  
Rivington	  Street	  for	  five	  generations.	  Today,	  Streit's	  produces	  40%	  of	  the	  nation's	  matzo.	  
The	  family	  agreed	  to	  give	  him	  the	  rights	  to	  make	  a	  film.	  "I	  was	  shocked	  that	  no	  one	  had	  
approached	  them	  before,"	  he	  said.	  
	  
Lacking	  an	  investor,	  Mr.	  Levine,	  who	  is	  31,	  moved	  on	  to	  other	  projects—cable	  network	  
shows	  and	  a	  feature-‐length	  documentary	  about	  urban	  sprawl—and	  pushed	  the	  matzo	  to	  
the	  back	  burner.	  Then	  last	  summer,	  while	  he	  was	  working	  on	  a	  video	  for	  wine	  and	  spirits	  
expert	  Michael	  Green,	  he	  related	  the	  story	  of	  one	  of	  the	  last	  remaining	  vestiges	  of	  Jewish	  
culture	  on	  the	  Lower	  East	  Side.	  
	  
Mr.	  Green	  was	  inspired.	  "On	  my	  life	  bucket	  list	  was	  working	  on	  a	  film,	  and	  although	  I	  had	  
no	  idea	  in	  what	  capacity	  I	  could	  be	  involved,	  I	  told	  Michael,	  'I	  will	  get	  you	  to	  the	  starting	  
gate,'"	  he	  said.	  
	  
Mr.	  Green	  signed	  on	  as	  producer,	  began	  networking,	  and	  launched	  an	  online	  fundraising	  
campaign	  to	  cover	  post-‐production	  costs.	  He	  and	  Mr.	  Levine	  expect	  to	  wrap	  up	  filming	  in	  a	  
few	  weeks	  and	  start	  editing	  this	  summer,	  with	  the	  goal	  of	  making	  the	  festival	  circuit	  and	  a	  
full	  release	  timed	  for	  Passover	  next	  year.	  
	  
On	  the	  surface,	  "Streit's:	  Matzo	  and	  the	  American	  Dream"	  reads	  as	  a	  story	  about	  New	  York	  
Jews	  making	  a	  movie	  about	  New	  York	  Jews.	  But	  it's	  also	  about	  capturing	  the	  characters	  
within	  the	  story,	  not	  least	  the	  factory's	  employees,	  some	  of	  whom	  have	  been	  making	  matzo	  
at	  Streit's	  for	  decades—like	  the	  emigre	  who	  boxed	  for	  the	  Soviets	  in	  the	  1964	  Olympics,	  the	  
Honduran	  former	  lawyer,	  and	  the	  Jewish	  immigrants	  from	  Uzbekistan,	  once	  forced	  to	  make	  
matzo	  in	  secret	  in	  their	  native	  country,	  now	  doing	  so	  with	  pride	  at	  Streit's.	  
	  
Their	  stories	  are	  the	  continuation	  of	  the	  immigrant	  dream,	  said	  Mr.	  Levine,	  whose	  own	  
family	  has	  roots	  on	  the	  Lower	  East	  Side,	  and	  lift	  the	  film	  out	  of	  a	  mere	  lamentation	  of	  the	  
old	  New	  York	  lost	  to	  modernity.	  "Nostalgia	  is	  the	  selling	  point	  of	  their	  product,	  but	  this	  is	  a	  
living	  history	  and	  a	  story	  of	  resistance	  and	  not	  falling	  to	  the	  forces,"	  he	  said.	  
	  
Alan	  Adler,	  whose	  great-‐grandfather,	  Aron	  Streit,	  founded	  the	  company,	  at	  first	  wondered	  
how	  anyone	  would	  make	  a	  film	  about	  a	  matzo	  factory,	  but,	  he	  said,	  "in	  time	  we	  became	  
more	  aware	  of	  the	  role	  we	  play	  in	  preserving	  the	  history	  of	  the	  Lower	  East	  Side."	  
	  
"The	  story	  we	  have	  to	  tell	  [is]	  the	  connection	  we	  have	  to	  generations	  of	  Jews	  over	  hundreds	  
of	  years,	  who	  came	  for	  a	  better	  life,"	  said	  Mr.	  Adler,	  Streit's	  chief	  operating	  officer.	  And	  that	  



is	  palpable	  for	  him:	  He	  and	  his	  cousin,	  Aron	  Yagoda,	  share	  the	  same	  factory	  office	  their	  
forebears	  did	  and	  sit	  at	  their	  respective	  grandfathers'	  desks.	  There	  they	  run	  the	  factory	  
with	  a	  third	  cousin,	  Aaron	  Gross.	  
	  
"Today,	  to	  maintain	  a	  business	  down	  here,	  costs	  a	  lot	  of	  bucks,"	  said	  Mr.	  Yagoda,	  a	  vice	  
president	  of	  operations.	  He	  hasn't	  disturbed	  the	  contents	  of	  his	  desk,	  which	  include	  an	  
ancestor's	  false	  teeth,	  passport	  and	  a	  ledger	  from	  1947.	  "We're	  practically	  the	  only	  ones	  
left.	  There's	  a	  lot	  of	  pride	  in	  here."	  
	  
Added	  Mr.	  Gross,	  "We're	  a	  tradition-‐based	  company	  and	  you	  can	  tell	  your	  grandmother	  this	  
is	  the	  same	  matzo	  you	  had	  on	  the	  table	  in	  the	  '50s.	  And	  it	  really	  is."	  
	  
The	  story	  of	  Streit's,	  though,	  is	  not	  confined	  to	  the	  factory	  on	  the	  corner	  of	  Rivington	  and	  
Suffolk.	  During	  filming,	  a	  longtime	  factory	  hand	  told	  Mr.	  Levine	  about	  the	  townhouse	  on	  
Pitt	  Street	  where	  Aron	  Streit	  and	  a	  partner,	  Rabbi	  Moshe	  Weinberger,	  made	  matzo	  from	  
1916	  to	  1925,	  at	  which	  point	  Streit's	  moved	  four	  blocks	  to	  its	  current	  location	  and	  
Weinbrger	  stayed	  behind,	  making	  matzos	  into	  the	  '40s.	  Research	  revealed	  more	  
provenance:	  The	  house	  was	  purchased	  in	  1953	  for	  $9,000	  by	  two	  couples,	  the	  Lees	  and	  the	  
Lawrences,	  who	  renovated	  it	  into	  separate	  apartments	  with	  shared	  common	  space.	  The	  
three-‐story	  matzo	  oven	  once	  used	  by	  Aron	  Streit	  and	  Rabbi	  Weinberger	  remains	  in	  the	  
house	  to	  this	  day,	  unused	  for	  decades.	  
	  
With	  a	  few	  mouse	  clicks,	  Mr.	  Levine	  found	  the	  sole,	  surviving	  occupant	  of	  that	  quartet,	  91-‐
year-‐old	  Isabella	  Lee,	  a	  former	  educator	  who	  still	  lives	  in	  the	  apartment	  she	  and	  her	  
husband	  shared.	  A	  longtime	  family	  friend	  who	  lives	  on	  another	  floor	  helped	  connect	  the	  
filmmaker	  and	  Ms.	  Lee.	  When	  told	  about	  the	  film,	  Ms.	  Lee,	  an	  avid	  and	  articulate	  historian,	  
was	  pleased	  to	  learn	  her	  home	  was	  still	  the	  subject	  of	  historical	  interest.	  
	  
"I	  never	  thought	  there	  would	  be	  anyone	  as	  crazy	  as	  I	  to	  be	  interested	  in	  that	  [oven],"	  she	  
said.	  "We	  preserved	  it	  because	  there's	  so	  little	  of	  the	  interesting	  parts	  of	  New	  York	  left."	  
	  
Messrs.	  Levine	  and	  Green	  will	  be	  onsite	  with	  camera	  when	  the	  current	  generation	  of	  Streit	  
cousins	  revisits	  their	  ancestral	  home.	  "It's	  a	  classic	  story	  of	  taking	  the	  family	  owners	  back	  
to	  the	  beginning,"	  Mr.	  Green	  said.	  
	  
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887323648304578497273285392646	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  

The	  Streit’s	  Matzo	  story	  comes	  to	  the	  silver	  screen	  
	  

	  
	  
By	  Curt	  Schleier	  
April	  13th,	  2016	  
	  
“Streit’s:	  Matzo	  and	  the	  American	  Dream”	  is	  far	  more	  than	  a	  Jewish	  Horatio	  Alger	  story.	  It	  is	  
that,	  of	  course	  —	  the	  film	  documents	  the	  story	  of	  an	  immigrant	  baker	  who	  came	  to	  the	  
United	  States	  and	  started	  what	  ultimately	  became	  the	  largest	  (and	  now	  only)	  privately	  
owned	  matzah	  company	  in	  the	  country.	  
	  
But	  it’s	  also	  an	  inspirational	  story	  of	  a	  family	  that	  didn’t	  just	  want	  to	  take	  the	  money	  and	  
run.	  In	  a	  way,	  too,	  it’s	  about	  a	  modern	  Diaspora	  —	  in	  this	  case,	  gentrification,	  in	  which	  a	  
neighborhood	  that	  once	  was	  home	  to	  Jewish	  immigrants	  now	  hosts	  a	  millennial	  hipster	  
culture	  of	  bars	  and	  high-‐priced	  condos.	  



	  
The	  film’s	  director,	  Michael	  Levine,	  has	  familial	  roots	  on	  the	  Lower	  East	  Side.	  He	  knew	  the	  
iconic	  Streit’s	  factory	  at	  150	  Rivington	  St.	  from	  the	  neighborhood.	  He	  was	  certain	  there	  was	  
a	  story	  to	  be	  told	  there	  —	  though	  when	  he	  got	  permission	  to	  film	  in	  2015,	  he	  had	  no	  idea	  
how	  pivotal	  a	  year	  it	  would	  be.	  
	  
Levine	  set	  out	  to	  make	  a	  documentary	  on	  a	  retro	  place	  where	  matzahs	  were	  “baked	  with	  
pride	  on	  the	  Lower	  East	  Side.”	  Instead	  he	  documented	  the	  demise	  of	  manufacturing	  in	  
Manhattan	  along	  with	  the	  displacement	  of	  the	  neighborhood’s	  workers	  and	  Jewish	  roots.	  
	  
Aron	  Streit	  first	  opened	  a	  bakery	  on	  the	  Lower	  East	  Side	  in	  1915.	  A	  decade	  later	  he	  and	  his	  
sons,	  Jack	  and	  Irving,	  started	  Streit’s	  Matzo	  Co.,	  which	  became	  the	  basis	  of	  a	  kosher	  empire	  
that	  eventually	  expanded	  to	  four	  contiguous	  tenement	  buildings	  in	  the	  neighborhood	  and	  
an	  operation	  in	  New	  Jersey.	  
	  
While	  Streit’s	  increased	  its	  product	  line	  elsewhere	  —	  making	  everything	  from	  soups	  to	  
pancake	  mix	  —	  out	  of	  loyalty	  and	  a	  sense	  of	  history	  the	  company	  kept	  its	  matzah	  factory	  on	  
the	  Lower	  East	  Side.	  
	  
Alan	  Adler	  runs	  the	  company	  with	  two	  cousins	  —	  
Aron	  Yagoda,	  like	  Adler,	  a	  fourth-‐generation	  Streit,	  
and	  Aaron	  Gross,	  fifth	  generation,	  who	  has	  been	  with	  
Streit’s	  for	  two	  decades.	  Adler	  told	  JTA	  that	  the	  family	  
resisted	  pressures	  to	  move	  for	  as	  long	  as	  it	  could.	  
	  
“Nobody	  would	  agree	  to	  sell,”	  he	  said.	  “Every	  time	  we	  
had	  a	  meeting	  with	  all	  the	  family”	  —	  there	  were	  now	  
11	  shareholders	  —	  “we	  asked,	  ‘do	  you	  want	  to	  sell,	  do	  
you	  want	  to	  build	  a	  new	  factory?’	  and	  they	  all	  said,	  
‘no.'”	  
	  
But	  doing	  business	  on	  Rivington	  Street	  became	  
increasingly	  difficult.	  The	  equipment	  was	  old	  and	  
frequently	  broke	  down;	  parts	  had	  to	  be	  hand-‐
fashioned	  because	  replacements	  were	  no	  longer	  
made.	  Also,	  new	  ovens	  wouldn’t	  fit	  in	  the	  old	  
buildings.	  
	  
Meanwhile,	  competitors	  from	  Israel	  and	  the	  U.S.	  with	  more	  modern	  facilities	  were	  charging	  
less	  and	  grabbing	  a	  larger	  share	  of	  the	  matzah	  market.	  
	  
“Matzo	  and	  the	  American	  Dream”	  documents	  all	  of	  this,	  from	  the	  factory’s	  labor-‐intensive	  
packing	  operations	  that	  substantially	  increase	  costs	  to	  the	  pressures	  of	  manufacturing	  in	  a	  
neighborhood	  with	  streets	  made	  for	  horse	  and	  buggies,	  not	  18-‐wheelers	  making	  pickups	  
and	  deliveries.	  
	  



If	  the	  film	  has	  a	  star,	  it’s	  Anthony	  Zapata,	  who	  began	  working	  at	  Streit’s	  in	  1983,	  when	  Jack	  
Streit	  saw	  him	  pass	  by	  on	  Rivington	  Street	  and	  yelled	  to	  the	  19-‐year-‐old,	  “Hey,	  Italian	  kid,	  
you	  want	  a	  job?”	  
	  
In	  the	  film	  Zapata,	  who	  is	  actually	  Puerto	  Rican,	  serves	  like	  a	  matzah	  gondolier,	  guiding	  us	  
around	  the	  factory	  and	  offering	  bits	  of	  working-‐class	  wisdom.	  He	  explains	  how	  different	  his	  
life	  would	  have	  been	  had	  he	  not	  encountered	  the	  senior	  Streit.	  He	  talks	  with	  pride	  about	  
the	  company	  and	  his	  fellow	  workers,	  how	  they	  earned	  decent	  wages	  and	  sent	  their	  kids	  to	  
college,	  often	  with	  Streit	  family	  assistance.	  
	  
But	  Zapata’s	  tone	  was	  fatalistic.	  Even	  before	  the	  factory’s	  closing	  was	  announced,	  he	  knew	  
the	  end	  was	  near.	  
	  
“How’s	  a	  guy	  like	  me	  gonna	  get	  a	  job?”	  the	  now	  50-‐something	  laments.	  
	  

Anthony	  Zapata,	  the	  breakout	  "star"	  of	  the	  film,	  worked	  at	  
Streit's	  from	  1983	  until	  it	  closed	  its	  Lower	  East	  Side	  factory	  
in	  2015.	  	  
	  
The	  Rivington	  Street	  facility	  was	  sold	  for	  $30.5	  
million	  in	  January	  2015	  and	  closed	  last	  year.	  The	  
building	  is	  scheduled	  to	  be	  demolished	  next	  week;	  
a	  seven-‐story	  condo	  with	  ground-‐floor	  retail	  will	  
rise	  in	  its	  place.	  
	  
“It	  became	  harder	  and	  harder	  to	  make	  a	  profit,”	  
Adler	  explains.	  “It	  was	  a	  hard	  decision,	  but	  
ultimately	  even	  the	  people	  who	  had	  an	  emotional	  
connection	  to	  our	  roots	  realized	  we	  had	  to	  move.”	  
	  

Matzah	  for	  this	  Passover	  was	  made	  mostly	  in	  a	  temporary	  location	  while	  a	  new	  plant	  is	  
being	  built	  in	  Rockland	  County,	  approximately	  30	  miles	  from	  Manhattan.	  It	  will	  be	  ready	  
for	  production	  for	  Passover	  next	  year.	  
	  
And	  while	  Streit’s	  Lower	  East	  Side	  employees	  were	  offered	  jobs,	  most	  workers	  did	  not	  have	  
cars	  and	  couldn’t	  make	  the	  transition.	  
	  
“I	  don’t	  know	  where	  Anthony	  is.	  We	  lost	  contact,”	  Adler	  said.	  “If	  you	  hear	  from	  him,	  tell	  him	  
we	  have	  a	  job	  for	  him.”	  
	  
http://www.jta.org/2016/04/13/arts-‐entertainment/the-‐streits-‐matzo-‐story-‐comes-‐to-‐the-‐silver-‐screen	  

 


